THE MEANS  OF LIFE

weekly meetings the conversation was philo-
sophical and cheerful, and the experiments ranged
all nature* They employed an itinerant, who each
year made a report of his discoveries in England,
bringing back not tales of new Messiahs or godly
judgments on the wicked, but dried fowls and
fish, plants and minerals. When Prince Rupert
was about to lead a fleet against the Dutch on the
Guinea coast the virtuosos requested him to
employ his leisure in sounding the depths with-
out a line and fetching up water from the bottom
of the sea. In thek boundless curiosity they were
laying the foundations of the modern world.
Even in death's dark vale, when the Plague was
at its height, Evelyn, calling at Durdans, dis-
covered Dr. Wilkins, Sir William Petty and Mr.
Hooke contriving chariots, new rigging for ships,
a wheel to run races in, and other mechanical
inventions.22

Pneumatic engines, aeolipiles for weighing
air, calculating machines, quench-fires, even a
"new fashion gun to shoot off often, one after
another, without trouble or danger, very pretty,"
all came alike to this remarkable generation.
In our own age of marvels, but dimly under-
stood, we are standing, as Newton said of him-
self, on the shoulders of giants. And with all